[school letterhead?]

[date]

David Brooks

Institute for Earth Science Research and Education

2686 Overhill Drive, Eagleville, PA 19403

Dear Dr. Brooks:

I (we) am (are) interested in participating in the CSRES project. CSRES focuses on Earth's radiative balance, a fundamental topic for climate research, but other climate-related research activities can also be considered. I (we) understand that the purpose of this project is to build an infrastructure to support authentic student research in climate science. The project provides educator professional development, science background, mentoring support for both teachers and students, and equipment for implementing research projects related to climate science;

I (we) understand that CSRES is an intensively "hands on" project which requires participants to initiate and implement their own research activities so they are better prepared to engage and guide their students in their own research projects. In return for the support provided by the project, I (we) agree to:

1. Attend two workshops held at Queens College/CUNY in 2012, one in late June or early July and another in late August or after the start of the 2012-2013 school year (dates to be determined).
2. During the summer of 2012, set up an experiment site at my (our) school (or elsewhere) and start collecting data using equipment and protocols presented at the first summer workshop.

3. At the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, begin working with students to develop climate-related research projects, with the goal of entering them in science fairs in 2012 or 2013 or providing other venues for students to present results of their research.

4. Actively participate in all project activities and in ongoing online and face-to-face collaborations with project personnel (including school visits by the CSRES project evaluator) and my (our) peers throughout the life of the project, including participation in a project science meeting for students, teachers, and scientists, to be held during the spring and/or fall of each project year (first in 2012).

I (we) understand that the project will provide equipment for teacher and student use, science background and research ideas, and ongoing support from project personnel and scientist/mentors from Queens College and elsewhere through at least 2014. 

One or more teachers

One or more supporting administrators



